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take into consideration always the weight only, for accord-
ing to them gold and silver pay zakat by reason of their
physical identity and not their value.

(3) If gold or silver be mixed with an alloy (gishsh)*
it is considered as pure if the alloy is less than half the con-
tent. For instance, if one should possess dinars and dir-
hams which contained more than fifty per cent of gold and
silver respectively they would pay zakat as gold and silver
at the full rate. If the alloy just equals the nobler metal,
it does not then pay as gold and silver, although some say
that it still pays the full rate, and others, that it pays only
a half rate. Finally, if the alloy predominates over the
gold or silver, the article is considered to belong in the
class of 'umd and as such it pays zakat according to value,
if it comes under the description of an article of trade or is
used as currency (thaman ratify. This is in case the gold
or silver cannot be separated to pay zakat independently
according to weight, for in such case the precious metal is
legally deemed to be destroyed. Consequently, if the gold
or silver can be separated, according to most doctors, it
pays zakat by weight. According to others, however, if
the article was intended for trade it pays the zakat of
trade according to value, even if the gold or silver can be
separated.2 According to one view, in gold and silver
coins it is not necessary actually to separate the precious
metal and it is sufficient if it is known that they contain a
nisab weight of the metal in question. According to the
Shafiites,8 alloys pay zakat for the precious metal they con-
tain only in case the latter by itself amounts to a nisab
weight.

1 Jam?, p. 312.

2 Fatb al-Mu'in, p. 390.

*Minhdj, p. 244; Umm, p. 33; Mugni, p. 380.